
NORCECA pay recognition
to Puerto Rican League

CAGUAS, Puerto Rico, February 21, 2005.- “As Puerto
Ricans you have to feel proud of having an excellent Women’s
Volleyball League and you have to make sure to maintain this
wealth.”

The President of the North, Central America and Caribbean
Volleyball Confederation (Norceca), Dominican Cristóbal
Marte, attended the 2005 All-Star Game of the Women’s
Superior Volleyball League of the Puerto Rican Federation
to recognize the work done

“In 2003 the Puerto Rican Federation was recognized as
the best one in the Norceca region due the international events
they organized in 2002. On this occasion we recognize the
Women’s League as the best within Norceca and the second
at America’s level, only behind Brazil,” said Marte in a
statement to Primera Hora Newspaper.

 “It is not only a recognition from Norceca but also from
the Federation Internationale de Volleyball (FIVB).”

Marte explained that the key elements evaluated for the
recognition were the attendance of the fans, marketing,
competitive level and organization.

“This League had a total attendance of more than 200,000
fans last year outnumbering  Canada who attracted 62,000.
The commercialization has been terrific and everyone knows

who is the person behind all that,” said Marte referring to
Carlos Beltran, President of the Puerto Rican League.

In the All-Star Game played before more than 3,000 at the
Héctor Solá Morales Coliseum, the Imported Stars defeated
the Native Stars 3-0 (25-18, 25-22, 25-22) and American
Nancy Metcalf was elected the Most Valuable Player.

Metcalf, who plays for Mayaguez Indians, had 15 points,
ten in attacks. Dominican Annerys Vargas of Bayamon
Cowgirls followed with 12 points and Canadian Stacey Gordon
of Caguas, totalled 11. American Brittany Hochevar of Corozal
had 21 setups and Venezuelan Graciela Marquez had 18
defences.

Vargas, Gordon and Metcalf played all three sets and the
superiority of the Imported Stars was evident at the net where
middle blockers Emily Adams, Sarah Butler and Vargas took
care of neutralizing the offensive of the Natives in the corners
and the centre. Aury Cruz had to carry the offensive load of
the Native Stars with 13 points and her sister Eva added 11.
No other player on the team scored more than three points.
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Mr. Cristóbal Marte presents the plaque to Mr. Carlos Beltran


